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The Equalities and Human Rights Committee 
 

UNCRC (Incorporation) (Scotland) Bill  
 

Outreach Virtual Session with young people 
 

Hosted and Chaired by Aberlour  
 

Wednesday 11 November 2020  
 

6.30pm-8pm 
 
 
Purpose of the session:  
 
The purpose of the online session is to provide committee members with an 
opportunity to hear the views and opinions of children and young people about 
the UNCRC (Incorporation) (Scotland) Bill. 

In attendance 

• Ruth Maguire MSP (Convener)  

• Alex Cole-Hamilton MSP (Deputy Convener) 

• Gillian Martin MSP 

• Fulton MacGregor MSP 
 

Organisations (supporting young people on the call)  
 
Aberlour and Scottish Refugee Council  
 

• Martin Canavan (Head of Policy & Participation, Aberlour)  

• Nadia Stuart (Participation Officer, Scottish Refugee Council) supporting 
Aberlour with facilitation of breakout sessions. 

 
Background 
 
Aberlour and the Scottish Refugee Council’s ‘Scottish Guardianship Service’ support 
trafficked and unaccompanied asylum-seeking children and young people arriving 
alone in Scotland. 
 
Seven young people participated, aged between 16 and 19 years old. Those young 
people home countries are Somalia, Sudan, Iran, Iraq, and Vietnam. The languages 
spoken during the session were Kibajuni, Kurdish, Vietnamese and English.  
Three interpreters joined the session to translate for those young people who do not 
speak English.  
 
Committee Members were split between the two breakout rooms to listen to young 
people’s views on the UNCRC (Incorporation) (Scotland) Bill.  
 

https://www.aberlour.org.uk/
https://www.scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk/
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Notes from Breakout Session  
Martin Canavan (Facilitator, Head of Policy & Participation, Aberlour)  
 
Which right is more important to you and why? 
 
To see friends and take part in different groups and the right to be listened to are 
important. 
 
The right to be protected from danger and things not good. 
 
Important to me is Education. 
 
I think the right to live and then you can do other things. 
 
Committee Member - Who should be listening? 
 
Children have a right to be listened to, children can voice themselves, tell people what 
they need and what is important to them. 
 
Listen to your voice and then tell them what you need is important 
 
Committee Member - who should be upholding your rights to be protected? 
 
In society there is a lot of mixing between good and bad, so we need to be protected 
from the bad and the right to be heard. 
 
Committee Member - Would you like to say a bit more on Education? 
   
I didn’t get education in my country and if you learn you can get a job and learn 
anything 
 
How do young people get information about rights and learn about it? 
 
Best way is to Google search, adults are a good source of knowledge, search on the 
internet. 
 
For children like me, I used to have a social worker and guardian and I asked them. 
 
Ask a teacher, guardian or social worker. 
 
I came without my parents, I can ask my social worker, but I haven’t asked much. 
 
 
Committee Member – How can we make sure that adults working with young 
people are equipped with the knowledge to inform young people? 
 
I would like to ask if we are children seeking asylum, do I have the same rights as 
children brought up in Scotland? 
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Committee Member – Yes, everyone should have the same human rights, does not 
always work like this, but that’s what we are working towards. 
 
Committee Member – How important is it that a translation service is available like 
we have here tonight, for accessing information on your rights? 
 
Very important. 
 
When you first arrived, who first told you about your rights? 
 
My guardian was helping me. 
 
When I first came I partly agree about guardian, but my social worker who was the first 
person I met. 
 
My guardian who helped me understand my rights till now. 
 
I was introduced to my social worker and referred to a guardian and a translator who 
worked along with them, so I could understand. 
 
Where would you go to if your rights were not being protected as they should 
be, what should happen? 
 
I think if rights are not protected, tell social worker or guardian who introduced me to 
the rights. 
 
Contact my guardian and tell them. 
 
I would do the same and ask my guardian. 
 
I would ask social worker or guardian if I need help. 
 
Committee Member – What do you think should happen if schools, doctors, etc 
are not upholding your rights as they should? (Asked to rephrase question, and 
changed to” if adults”) 
 
Report to the Police. 
 
Speak to my guardian. 
 
Contact my guardian or social worker. 
 
I think everybody provided reasonable opinions, so I have no more questions. 
 
Committee Member explained next steps to young people – The committee will 
listen to more young people and prepare a report for Parliament and we are happy to 
send a copy of the report to young people. 
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Notes from Breakout session  
Nadia Stuart (Facilitator, Participation Officer, Scottish Refugee Council)  
 
A key right for the young people participating in the session was Article 22 – if I am a 
refugee, I have the same rights as children born in that country. They told Members 
this for them meant they could dream of a future and that they could receive education 
and health services like people living in Scotland. They considered how they would 
feel if they did not have the same rights as other young people. They said they would 
feel “isolated”. 
 
Another right that was important to the young people was Article 28. Article 28 of the 
UNCRC says that children and young people have the right to education no matter 
who they are: regardless of race, gender or disability; if they’re in detention, or if they’re 
a refugee. The young people told Members they had never attended school in their 
home country:  
 
“Where I come from I have never attended school, I joined school and started to learn 
English and dream of a future”. 

 
“I think the second most important right after safety is education - I didn’t have an 
education but there is more opportunity here as people have rights”. 
 
Article 13 had particular significance to one of the young people. This right relates to 
finding out and sharing information. The young person said it was important to have a 
“say over how your information is shared as it can lead to death” and pointed to Article 
16 (children and young people have the right to privacy, just like adults do) the right to 
keep some things private. This right it was explained as particularly important because 
leaked information about claiming asylum could put family in their home country in 
danger.  
 
I think to have a say over how your information is kept is important as sometimes it 
can lead to your death. 
 
Yes, very important to keep some information private as we are trying to claim asylum 
because our home country was too dangerous and if anything is leaked it is still 
possible to be found in a safe country. 
 
Not important as I know I am in a safe place. 
 
The young people described how important it was to them to be in a safe place and 
feel safe “the safer you are, the happier you’ll be”. Article 25 of the UNCRC says that 
someone who works for the government should check up on the care, protection and 
health of children and young people when they’re away from their families. If these 
aren’t good enough, then steps should be taken to make them better: 
 
“Yes, I’m really happy I’ve got a home like other children and I’m okay. Really happy 
even though my family is not here. I have a Guardian and a social worker who checks 
up on me and I’m really thankful for that.” 
 

‘If I am not living with my family, people should keep checking I am safe and happy. 
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Very important to feel and know that people are checking on me. Being safe makes 
me happy. 
 
It’s important because I feel happy to be safe and I feel like other children, very very 
happy, even though I have no family here, I have a guardian and social worker to 
check on me. 
 
Article 15 (I have the right to meet with friends and to join groups). One young person 
explained that they had friends, “some who were born in Scotland and who didn’t 
discriminate against skin colour, even though they can’t speak my language”. While 
the other young person found it harder to meet people because of geographical 
location and no one speaking the same language, but the young person took part in 
guardianship activities online. During lockdown it was explained it had been harder to 
meet people, particularly as the college course is online. 
 
I feel happy to have friends and have friends from Scotland that don’t discriminate me 
for my colour or for not having good English. 
 
Because of where I am in Scotland there are no Kurdish groups or people to put me 
in contact with others like me that I can speak to. 
 
“What kind of things would you like to be doing if you were in a city/not in 
lockdown?” 
 
I can’t go to school, I wish I could and now that I am older I go to college, it’s done 
remotely which doesn’t make it easy to meet and see people. 
 
This discussion raised the Article 30 right, which makes clear that children and young 
people who belong to a minority group have the right to share their culture, language 
and religion with other people in that group. The young people had different views on 
what this meant to them currently: 
 
“It is important to connect to people speaking your own language” 

 
“Not really important … trying to forget home country and trying to learn English” 
 

‘I have the right to speak my own language and to follow my family’s way of life’ 
 
Yes you should 
 
“Although you’re learning English, is it important to speak in your own language” 
 
“Not really important and I am trying to forget what happed back home” 
 
“I agree, because we live here, and I want to for the rest of my life, so I will learn the 
language” 
 
One young person raised Article 38 of the UNCRC, which covers how the rights of 
children relate to the armed forces (When people between 15 and 18 sign up to the 
armed forces, priority should be given to the oldest among them. Children and young 
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people should never be forced to fight in the armed forces or go to war). It was 
highlighted by the young person that in the United States of America and Germany 
you cannot join the army until 17 yrs old. They were surprised at the age in Scotland 
you could join the army and thought it should be 18 yrs. 
 
I was surprised that you can join the army at 15. A lot of places you have to be older 
than that. I think it should be older as under 18 is still a child. 
 
“How would you like to find out about your rights? Does anyone let you know 
them?” 
 
My guardian explained so like living in peace, go to school and being healthy and well. 
If there are other ways too, I’d like to know. 
 
Again, the same, when I arrived I had a couple of online seminars with my guardian, 
where they explained my rights in Scotland, I don’t know any other ways. 
 
“If rights weren’t being protected, how would you like to get help?” 
 
Ever since being here I have had all of my rights. 
 
Me too. 
 

In relation to how the young people would like to find out about their rights, they 
advised that principally their guardian explained their rights. They were asked who 
they would talk to if their rights weren’t being respected, for example about how they 
were being treated in the asylum process. Nadia from the Scottish Refugee Council 
explained that the young people had just arrived in Scotland this year and because of 
Covid-19 the asylum process had been delayed.  The young people said if they 
encountered any problems they would tell their guardians. One young person 
suggested that it would be a good idea to have an app or webpage for new arrivals 
with information available in different languages, particularly as some young people 
arriving were not in as good a position as they are being part of the guardianship 
scheme. 
 
Committee Member - “When you were arriving, did you feel all of your rights 
were still protected? Like the way the home office would speak to you and the 
application process? 
 
Yes. 
 
Ever since being brought by the police and taken to accommodation I felt safe and 
welcome, however I haven’t started the application process yet. It has all been delayed 
because of the Coronavirus. 
 
Both Young people arrived this year. 
 
Committee Member “Hopefully the UNCRC will be integrated into Scottish law, 
how do you think young people should be told about this upon arrival?” 
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Since arriving I have felt safe. Whatever rights I have, I have been told by my guardian.  
 
I have also been told by my guardian and immigration lawyer. An app or a webpage 
to let kids and adults know their rights on arrival. Would be good to have it in other 
languages, not just English. 
 
 


